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) _c. Peter Jones, Chairman Horth Shore Regional College Committee

The School Boards of Sechelt, Howe Sound, West Vancouver and North
Vancouver have been waiting for thirteen months for the Minister of
Education to reply to their request to be allowed to put a Community
College plebiscite, Passage of this plebiscite would allow an effective
start on planning of the North Chore Cellege.

The oaly indication of & reply is a press report that the Minister
stated in the Legislature last Wednesday thet plebiscites will be
allowed in the Frince Geocrye area and in that part of Vancouver Island
between buncan and Campbell kivex,

We commend the Finister for his actiom in unlocking the development
of the twe new Community Colleges in B.C. and congretulate the people
in these two areas on being able now to move forward.

In answer to questions in the lLegislature on the status of the korth
Shore College request, the Minister is reported to have indicated “North
Shore residents will have to muddle in with Kichmond, Coguitlam and
other Creater Vancouver /ireas”.

If wa compare the reports that were prepared to study the needs of the

Horth Shore and of the Vancouver Island area, and which were used teo

support requests to the Minister for psrmission te hold a plebiscite

we will note:

1. Total population of the two areas is similar - approximately 120,000

2. School populations are similar - appreoximately 30,000

3. The number of Crade Twelve students in the North Shore is at 1637
in 1965-06, about 10% more than the number in the Vancouver Island
ares
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4. The predicted enrollments if the twe proposed colleges were in
existence for 1967-68 are about equal at some 800 and for 1972
are higher for the North Shere.

There is clear evidence that the need for a college, the number of
students it will serve and its probsble growth is every bit as great
in the North Shore as it is in the Vancouver Island area.

The Minister of bducation is reported to have said "we have to take
into consideration facilities for a broader regional area than just
the Horth Shore”. The gecgraphical area to be served by the XKENENKESK
IEIEKEEXS North Chore College is not a large as that to be gerved by
the Vancouver Island area or the FPrince George area. lowever, it is
substantial and extends from Deep Cove to Lquakish and the sechelt
Peninsula. BHowever, georgraphic sise is a relatively insijnificant
eriterian and this has hesn recognised Ly many authorities and by

the Hinister himself im authorizing development of the Vancouver City
College run by the Vancouver Jchool Doard and serving a much smaller
area - The City of Vancouver.

The financial feasibility of the colleges is comparatble - the tax base
for the Vancouver Island area is “over 3$400,000,000%, for the North
Jhore is "in exceas of $377,000,000%, Here it might be noted that the
cost of providing the same program will be lower on the lorth shere
because of the nore compeut area served.

A start oa planning is more wigent on the Nerth hore because suitable
sites are scarse and ars rapidly being developed for tother purposes.

Continuing the current delay imposed by the Minister of Education will
cost the Province and the local taxpayer dearly not only because axtra
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money will be required for land purchase but the best sites may
be irrevocably lost,

No arguments or evidence have been given tc the North Shore boards

by the Hinister or anyone else that in anywey support his decision

to delay approval of the request for a plebiscite. Ve do not believe
there are any educationally valid arguments for such actioa.

We protest the discrimination against the hundreds of North Shore students
who would benefit from the establishment of the North Shore College.

CPJ /mec
February 20,1987



