
HOUSEWIVES INVITED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN A 

HOME LEARNING 
EXPERIMENT 

An educational experiment 
designed to test the value of 
a SELF-LEARNING KIT 
requires the voluntary assis
tance of 12 housewives. The 
project will last approxi
mately 3-4 weeks or 20-30 
hours and will be done by 
each housewife in her own 
home using tapes, slides, 
instruments and written 
materials, all of which will be 
provided at no expense to 
the participant. 

This is an educational 
experiment, not a commer
cial venture. It is a project 
designed to test the feasi
bility of offering college level 
courses in the home rather 
than at a campus. 

Housewives wishing to 
participate in this study 
must meet the following 
requirements: 
RESIDENCE: Live in North or 

West Vancouver 
AGE: 

20 years or over 
EDUCATION: 

Completion of Grade 8 
TRAINING: 

NO formal training in 
College level physics, 
electricity or electronics. 
No work experience 
in physics or electronics. 
If you meet the above 

requirements and wish 
further information about 
your possible participation in 
this learning experiment at 
no cost to you please phone 
Harold Kirchner, Director, 
Self Learning Project any 
night after 7:00 p.m. at 987 

3727. 
Please reply on or 
before June l l th, 1971 

Educator Needs Help From Local Housewives 
A Nor th Shore e d u c a t o r is 

seek ing the he lp of a dozen 
housewives to prove that a self-
i e a r n i n g k i t t h a t h e h a s 
devised can teach college-level 
courses at home. 

H a r o l d K i r c h n e r s a y s he 
hopes to show that housewives 
with no previous knowledge of 
p h y s i c s o r e l e c t r o n i c s c a n 
l e a r n c o m p l e t e e l e c t r i c a l 
measu r ing skills with the aid 
of a kit that he has devised. 

This kit. about the size of a 
smal l su i tcase , contains a tape 
r e c o r d e r , p r o j e c t o r , m e a s u r 
ing device and textbook. 

By fol lowing the t ex tbook , 
t h e t a p e - r e c o r d e d i n s t r u c 
tions, and using the visual ai.ds. 
the housewife can soon s tar t 
t a k i n g m e a s u r e m e n t s in 
c o m p l e x e l e c t r i c a l c i r c u i t s 
and c o n s t r u c t s i m p l e e lec 
tr ical c i rcui ts . 

"I be l i eve tha t c h a n g e s in 
teaching and learning methods 
must be developed to reduce 
the high cost of educat ion and 
p e r m i t m o r e p r o d u c t i v e and 
i n e x p e n s i v e w a y s of l e a r n 

i n g . " sayd K i r c h n e r . who is 
ass i s tan t Dean of Caree r Pro
g r a m s a t Capilano College. 

Tt is with these thoughts in 
mind that I have developed a 
se l f - l ea rn ing p r o g r a m which 
can be used by the s tudent a t 
home, independent of teaching 
ass i s tance . 

Kirchner says that while self-
learning is not a new concept, 
the major i ty of courses involve 
only a ser ies of wr i t t en lessons 
and a textbook. 

"The sys tem that I have de
vised involves labora tory work 
formerly only avai lable at the 
c o l l e g e or t h e u n i v e r s i t y . 
While in this ins tance it is speci
fically devised for a physics 
p r o g r a m , t h e r e is no r e a s o n 
why it would not be adapted to 
teach any subject whatsoever . 
I would imagine tha t it would 
be par t icu lar ly valuable in the 
study of l anguages . " 

Kirchner said he is .seeking 
housewives for a number of 
reasons . 

" In mos t cases , housewives 
have had no formal t ra ining or 
p r a c t i c a l e x p e r i e n c e in e lec 
tr ici ty or re la ted fields. This 
m e a n s t h a t p r e v i o u s e x p e r 
ience and knowledge will not 
unduly effect the resul ts of the 
study. 

"Most housewives have nor
mally been away from a formal 
l e a r n i n g e n v i r o n m e n t for a 
n u m b e r of y e a r s a n d , s i n c e 
they a r e a t h o m e for a good 
par t of the day. a self-learning 
kit appea r s to be the most feas
i b l e w a y of a s s i s t i n g in 
continuous l ea rn ing . " 

He said that while the subject 
of e lec t r ic i ty might be a topic 
qu i te fore ign to the a v e r a g e 
housewife, it is not difficult to 
mas t e r . "The course cen t res 
around basic principles which 
I believe those who par t i c ipa te 
will find interest ing and 
useful ." 

Kirchner c a m e up with his 
home-learning kit a s a resul t 
of his work on his Mas te r of 
E d u c a t i o n t h e s i s a t S i m o n 
E r a s e r U n i v e r s i t y . T h e 
project has been developed in 
consultat ion with SEU profes 
sors Dr. John Ell is . Dr. Milton 
McLaren and Dr. Ian Allen. 

C o - a u t h o r of a t e x t b o o k . 
" E l e c t r i c i t y a n d E1 e c -
t ron ic s . " used by grade 9 and 10 
s tudents in B.C. and other prov
inces. Ki rchner has taught in 
the public school sys tem a t the 
U n i v e r s i t y of B . C . b e f o r e 
joining the staff of Capilano 
College. 


